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If you are concerned about your water usage, the first thing you can 

check is your water meter. 

We recommend at some point, whether it’s over night when everyone is 

sleeping or during the day when people are at work or school, read your 

water meter number and write it down. 

Four to five hours later, read your meter again. If the number has 

changed when no one is using any water, something within your house is 

pulling in water. 

A meter will not move unless water is pulled in. 

Meters cannot speed up, if anything they stop working. 

Toilets are usually the number one problem. Your toilet can be leaking 

without puddling on the floor. See water wise tips. 

Irrigation system can also cause a large issue. See water lawn care. 

Please check every aspect of water being used in your house, leaking or 

dripping faucets (inside & outside), some central ac units have a 

moisturizer with a water line connected, baseboard heating or under the 

floor heating units, water lines to ice machines, etc.   

If you have had a new water meter installed, you will no longer receive 

an estimated bill. The new meters are a radio read drive by system, so 

you will always have an actual bill. 

We have starting installing new meters by sections of town and are 

hoping to have the whole town completed in 2-3 years.  

 

Thank you.  Hudson Public Works Water Department     



  
BE WATER-WISE ABOUT YOUR PLUMBING 

 
Tiny drips from your faucets and or toilets can waste about 100 gallons of water 

a day. This could add $80 or more to your quarterly water and sewer bill! 

Faucets 

Most leaks at the faucet or showerhead are due to worn washers. A little leak loses 

a lot of water. Please make it a habit to check all faucets including those seldom used 

in the basement (clothes washer), garage, and/or outside. Usually replacing a simple 

washer will stem the tide. A slow drip can add up to 15 or 20 gallons a day. Turn off 

the faucet while you brush your teeth or shave. You can save four to ten gallons of 

water a day.  

Toilets 

Toilets are notorious for their hidden leaks. Toilet leaks can waste a significant 

amount of water. Most toilet leaks occur at the overflow pipe or at the plunger ball 

inside the tank. Remove the tank lid and flush the toilet. The level of the water 

should be about a half-inch below the overflow pipe. 

If the water level is higher than a half-inch below the overflow pipe gently bend the 

arm until the valve shuts off the water at a lower level. 

Put a little food coloring in your toilet tank. If, without flushing, the color begins to 

appear in the bowl, you have a leak that should be repaired immediately. It means 

that you probably have a leak at the plunger ball or the mechanism is out of alignment. 

Another tip is toilets should not be used as trash cans to flush away tissues, 

cigarette butts, spiders or anything else that ought to go in a wastebasket or 

garbage can. 

Showers 

Bathing is the second highest use of indoor water. A five-minute shower is usually 

all that’s needed. You can conserve five to ten gallons of water a minute with a short 

shower. Low-flow showerheads can save 10-20 gallons of water during a five-minute 

shower. 



BE WATER-WISE WHEN CARING FOR YOUR LAWN AND GARDEN 
 

You don’t have to water on a set schedule. Water only when the grass or plants show 

signs of needing it. To test whether or not your lawn needs soaking, step on the 

grass. If it springs back up, you don’t need to water. If it stays flat, it’s time to 

water again (in the morning. The earlier, the better.) During a cool or cloudy spell, 

you don’t need to water as often. Avoid watering on windy days and you’ll avoid having 

most of the water go where you don’t want it. If you let water sink deep, the lawn 

will develop deeper roots and won’t need watering as often, as well as being more 

resistant to disease and wear. 

A kitchen timer is a handy reminder for turning off sprinklers. Make sure when the 

sprinklers are on that they cover just the lawn or garden, not sidewalks, driveways 

and gutters. 

Learn how to turn off an automatic lawn sprinkler in case of rain. How many times 

have you passed a property with the sprinkler system on and it is raining? 

Check for and fix any leaks in outdoor hoses, pipes, faucets, and connections. 

Outdoor leaks are often not as visible as leaks inside the home. But they can waste 

just as much water. 

Don’t leave your garden hose unattended. A garden hose can pour out more than 600 

gallons of water in just a few hours. 

Use a broom rather than a water hose to clean sidewalks, driveways and patios. 

Longer grass means less evaporation. Let grass grow taller in hot, dry weather. Set 

the mower one notch higher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




