WINTER TIPS FOR OUR RESIDENTS

FROM THE 

HUDSON PUBLIC WORKS

HELP US HELP YOU!

The following is a description of our Snow and Ice Procedures and some hints and ideas to assist you in weathering the winter.

The Department of Public Works monitors weather conditions on the local radio, television stations, and the Internet to be prepared for impending snowstorms.

An important step in dealing with snowfall is street sanding and salting. Once the decision is made that a sanding operation should begin, a team of eight sanders will begin to canvass the town in their assigned routes. The sanding operation will continue until it is decided that all roads have been covered and that it is no longer necessary, or that the plowing operation should begin.

The town is divided into four plowing sections each with an individual supervisor. The approximately 26 pieces of town equipment and 10 pieces of equipment from private contractors are each dispatched to assigned routes for the plowing operation. The top priority is to keep open the main roads. The plows will then open up all streets and continue in this pattern until the storm abates. Once the storm subsides, the plows will begin to push back the snow to the curb line and clear intersections. A sidewalk crew will also begin to clean sidewalks in the downtown area. All crews will remain around the clock if necessary to keep the roads open and passable.

1. Per Town By-Law, there is no parking on town streets from November 15 through April 1 between the hours of 12:00 A.M. and 7:00 A.M. All night parking is prohibited in the Municipal Parking Lots on South Street between the hours of 2:00 A.M. and 7:00 A.M. commencing November 15 to April 1 except those areas designated and posted as permitting overnight parking until 7:00 A.M.

Vehicles parked illegally or abandoned on roads are subject to towing at the owner’s expense as well as a $10.00 ticket by the police. Please remove your car from the street or Municipal Parking Lot as soon as you are aware of a snow alert.

Snow must be pushed back to the curb to allow for adequate travel lanes. This can only be accomplished when no vehicles are parked on the street during storms. This allows plows to clear the area the first time through without having to return to clean it up later.

2.
Be prepared. Once it is imminent that a storm is coming, check your supplies. Before the storm, make sure you have enough food supplies. Rent some videos. Do you have enough fuel for the snow blower? Do you have enough medicine for the next couple of days? Fill your car’s gas tank. A supply of sand/salt mixture is available at the DPW yard off Cox Street for residents to use on their residential sidewalks and driveways. This supply is not for the use of businesses or private contractors. Most of all use common sense. Do not go out during or immediately after a snowstorm unless it is truly necessary. Crews have many hours of hard work to complete their snow clearing operation. Less traffic during a storm means that we will be able to clear the roads more quickly and completely.

3.
If snow begins in the evening and tapers off by morning, snow crews have time to prepare for morning rush hour traffic. However, if the storm starts in the early morning or near 3:00 in the afternoon, motorists need to use extra caution until crews are able to treat the streets.


The faster a storm comes and leaves the better. Three inches of snow in 24 hours costs twice as much to clear as six inches of snow in eight hours. Storms of extended duration severely tax the resources to keep roads open for prolonged periods of time.

4.
Please wait until plowing operations are complete before clearing your driveway! It is impossible when plowing the streets not to push snow into open driveways. Please understand the Town cannot remove windrows from driveways that are left by the snowplow, nor can the Town crews plow private property. We know of no other communities that can afford and/or have the time to remove snow from residents’ driveways. It would cost tens of thousands of dollars to provide such a service. 


A helpful hint: When shoveling out the mouth of your driveway, looking at the road, throw the snow to the right. This will prevent the plow from re-depositing the snow back into your driveway.


Do not push or throw snow onto the sidewalk or street. This could bring a fine and/or a liability if this dumping of snow causes an accident. Remember you are responsible for your contractor.

5.
Depending on the intensity and duration of a storm, it sometimes will take days to complete removing snow from the downtown area, at crosswalks, intersections and sidewalks. PLEASE BE PATIENT! Remember whether it is your driveway for which you are responsible or the 90+ miles of roads that the Town is responsible for, snow removal is an arduous and time consuming job.

6. Every year a few mailboxes are damaged during the snow removal operations. Snow thrown against a mailbox is often sufficient to cause damage to a less than perfect installation. 

Inspect your mailbox post for age cracks, dry rot, deterioration at the bottom where the post goes into the ground. Posts with cracks, dry rot, or deterioration at the bottom are likely to fail when wet snow hits them.

Check the attachment hardware. Rusty nails or screws eventually fail. Use long enough screws to ensure the box and its support arm are secure.


The bottom of the mailbox should be a minimum 42 inches above the curb. The front of the mailbox needs to be at least 6 inches back from the face of the curb.


Heavy snow coming off the plow blade will often knock over and damage mailboxes, which have not been adequately mounted or braced, or those mailboxes whose doors have been left open. 

7.
If you believe a plow did damage to your property, please contact the Public Works Department at 978 562 9333 as soon as possible with a date, time, and nature of damage. We will investigate and report back to you. This phone is open during snowplow operations, and Monday through Friday 7:30 A.M. to 3:30 P.M.













